


How We Got Started



Where We Are Now

= Near Clinton, Huron County
= Farm 2,800 acres In total

= Two major farms
— One near Clinton on No. 8 Highway
— One near Whitechurch on No. 86 Highway

— Total of 345 acres of switchgrass, established
spring 2006
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The Dos and Don’ts of
Growing Switchgrass

= The mosigiskeliecsioprsEainecangrow
- Withstands, filiest ,
- withstands heavy rain /.
- tolerant of drought
- t0 date, we know of no. moulds or fungus
- it outruns weeds |
- this crop does not spoil In'the field



The Dos and Don’ts of
Growing Switchgrass

First-Year Establishment
* Field preparation
— Standard farm equipment

= Seeding rates

— Variety choices — Cave-in-Rock recommended for this
area

— Current research focusing on better-yielding varieties
= Cover crop
= Weed control (herbicides or mowing)



The Dos and Don’ts of
Growing Switchgrass

Second-Year Management
= Weed control

= Fertilization
— 50% yield potential




The Dos and Don'’ts of
Growing Switchgrass

Third Year — First Full Production Year
= Fertilization optional

= Herbicide free

= Yield

— Full production: 4.0 — 4.5 tonnes/acre on land

capable of producing normal yields of corn,
soybeans, wheat
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Storage

= Use covered storage
— Bales are 7 to 8% mOisture out of the field

— Switchgrass Is unlque — If baled wet, It does not
heat

= Use field storage (bale wrap)
= Old- fashloned straw: stack
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